[Nephrotoxicity of gentamicin. Conditions for the use of this antibiotic in the elderly and in the patient with renal insufficiency].
Reversible acute renal failure was observed in 13 patients after combined antibiotic therapy using gentamicin. High and prolonged doses were used in 7 patients whose initial renal function was normal, while 6 other patients with preceding chronic renal insufficiency received usual doses of gentamicin. Precipitating factors were: increasing age, previous renal impairment, and combined use of other antibiotics, mainly cefalotin (8 patients). The nephrotoxicity of gentamicin is poor but well established, and may be prevented by checking the initial renal function, adjusting the dosage subsequently, and monitoring the renal function and gentamicin serum levels during therapy.